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The place and role of the USA in the modern world is analyzed. The authors conducted a sociological study 
among students from China, Russia, and the USA. It has been established that a significant part of students recog-
nizes the United States as the leading country in the world, but negatively perceives the foreign policy followed by 
its Presidents. At the same time, students from China and Russia have the most negative opinion towards the USA. 
American students perceive positively the influence of their country on current events in the world. It was revealed 
that regardless of nationality, citizenship, gender characteristics, a significant part of students believe that the high-
est in the world GdP per capita, the dollar strength and huge military spending provide US with the the leading 
position in the world. In addition, US students have a clear idea of their country’s geopolitical goals. Students from 
Russia and China have fragmented ideas about the geopolitical goals of the United States in the world. It was also 
established that most of the respondents, regardless of nationality and citizenship, consider the IS as a threat to the 
United States. Moreover, students from the Russian Federation are aware that it is prohibited in the territory of the 
Russian Federation and that the Russian army is fighting with this terrorist organization in Syria. based on the results 
of the study, the authors propose activities aimed at enhancing mutually beneficial cooperation between the United 
States and the Russian Federation.
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According to statistics, the United States 
has a leading post-industrial economy in the 
world. Positional experts note that the United 
states is the absolute leader in the global en-
gineering and chemical industries. [1, 2, 3] 
There are a lot of evaluation criteria, starting 
from the level of GdP, GnI, unemployment, 
quality and standard of living, prestige of edu-
cation, the pace of economic growth, up to the 
military equipment. As several authors rightly 
point out, most often citizens are better related 
to a particular country than to the specific po-
litical leadership of a particular country. [4, 5, 
6] In order to determine the role and place of 
the United States in the modern world, as well 
as to analyze the threats and challenges for the 
United States, we conducted a sociological 
study (questionnaire) in 2018-2020.

Empirical base of research
Students were surveyed in:
– Yaroslavl State Pedagogical University 

named after K.d. Ushinsky (YSPU); 
– Yaroslavl State University named after 

P.G. demidov (YSU); 
Quota sampling. Sample selection n = 800. 

Quota variables: gender, age, university.
In addition, a survey of foreign students 

from the USA and China was conducted.
content analysis of the following maga-

zines was performed:
– Russian Reporter (issues from 2013  

to 2020);
– Around the World (issues from 2013  

to 2020), 
the content analysis of the weekly news-

paper “Version” (issues from 2013 to 2020) has 
been done.

a content analysis of the blogosphere was 
conducted as well.

a series of in-depth interviews were done 
with positional experts (political scientists, 
politicians, etc.) n = 10.

In addition, a series of in-depth interviews 
with students were followed, n = 10.

Research hypotheses
– A significant portion of students regard-

less of nationality, citizenship, gender charac-
teristics consider the united states the leading 
country in the world. 

– Students from the USA, China and Rus-
sia have completely different perceptions 
of the role of the USA in the modern world. 
absolutely all students from the usa treat 
their state well, although they note a number 
of problems that arise in the usa through the 
fault of the Government. Students from China 
and russia have the most negative opinion to-
wards the USA.

– The higher the educational level of the 
respondents’ parents, the better is their attitude 
towards the USA.

The methodological basis of the study 
was the scientific works of such authors as 
P. bourdieu, W. Lippmann, n. Luman, and 
Y.A. Levada, E. noel-neumann, J. Zaller, 
J. Habermas, S. Talanov. [7, 8, 9]

Content analysis of magazines: Russian Re-
porter, Around the World, “Version” newspaper 
and content analysis of the blogosphere showed 
that in recent years there has been a lot of nega-
tive information about the United States.

a secondary analysis was carried out on 
the basis of data and publications of the re-
sults of studies carried out by the institute of 
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Sociology of the Federal Scientific Research 
Center for Scientific Research of RAS (Mos-
cow), VTsIOM (Russian Public Opinion Re-
search Center).

Research results and their analysis
First, we studied what influence the USA 

has in the world from the point of view of our 
respondents (Table 1). 

Table 1
Attitude to US influence in the world  
(in %, of the number of respondents)

students
china russia the usa

M f M f M f
good 21 17 31 40 86 81
indifferent 8 9 12 7 6 9
bad 71 74 57 53 8 10

it was found that only students from the 
united states positively evaluate us activities 
in the world. Students from China and Russia 
assess the activities of the united states on 
events in the world mostly negatively. Moreo-
ver, students from China to have worse attitude 
towards the united states than students from 
the Russian Federation.

Further, it was important for us as research-
ers to find out what factors determine US dom-
inance in the world (Table 2).

as can be seen from the responses of the 
respondents, regardless of nationality, citizen-

ship, gender characteristics, a significant part 
of students believe that the highest per capita 
GdP in the world, the US dollar and huge mil-
itary spending provide the leading us position 
in the world.

it is interesting that young men from chi-
na and the russian federation believe that 
their intelligence services provide leadership 
in the world for the United States. Students 
from the united states did not focus at all on 
this circumstance.

Given that after the collapse of the USSR, 
the world became unipolar, as part of the study, 
we made an attempt to study the geopolitical 
goals of the united states from the point of 
view of our respondents (Table 3).

From the responses of the respondents, it is 
clear that us students clearly understand their 
country’s geopolitical goals.

students from the russian federation and 
china were able to identify only one of the 
five geopolitical goals of the United States and 
then, only young men did that. 

According to VTsIOM, Levada Center, 
public opinion fund and other sociological ser-
vices, it has been established that people in the 
world have an ambiguous attitude on the part of 
people and politicians from different countries. 
opinion polls more often show a negative atti-
tude towards the united states from an increas-
ing number of people. That is why, we analyzed 
the reason for the negative attitude towards the 
United States from many people, from the point 
of view of our respondents (Table 4).

Table 2
distribution of answers to the question: «What determines the influence of the USA in the world?»* 

 (in %, of the number of respondents)

students
china russia the usa

M f M f M f
The world’s highest GdP per capita 100 87 100 88 100 100
us Dollar as world currency 98 89 100 90 100 100
the us economy holds a leading position in the world 86 84 43 13 100 100
The strongest army in the world (army financing) 85 86 88 85 100 100
Us intelligence (using its covert operations) allows US to dominate the world 87 12 83 15 21 14
Provide financial support to foreign countries 56 32 13 10 87 84
universities are the best in the world 42 45 56 87 78 82
The USA is no. 1 in the world in oil and natural gas production 37 14 22 16 63 53
the rapid development of innovation 34 32 20 15 67 68
law supremacy 13 8 8 7 86 87
active role of defender of the free world 12 7 7 6 79 82
other 5 5 5 5 5 6

n o t e :  * T h e  total percentage in the vertical might be more than 100, because respondents could 
indicate several answers.



EUROPEAN JOURNAL OF NATURAL HISTORY № 3, 2020

40 Sociological sciences

As can be seen from the survey, students 
from China and the Russian Federation, re-
gardless of gender characteristics, believe that 
the united states intervenes in the internal af-
fairs of other countries and restrict free trade. 

students had the opportunity to clarify their 
answers. So, students from the United States 
believe that the media creates the image of the 
enemy. And despite this circumstance, most 
people still do not treat the united states and its 
citizens badly, but the actions of its politicians.

next, we studied why a certain part of the 
population has a positive attitude towards the 
USA (Table 5).

As can be seen from the answers, more than 
half of the students from china and the russian 
Federation associate the people’s good attitude 
towards the united states with the quality of 
propaganda of the American media. 

interviewees had the opportunity to clari-
fy their answers. The questionnaire had open 

questions for this purpose. Students from Rus-
sia mostly indicated that they are negative 
towards the United States. Since the United 
states does not protect the economic situation 
of other countries, it intervenes in the affairs of 
other countries. Politicians in the United States 
come up with sanctions against the russian 
Federation for purpose, in other words, they 
are engaged in protectionism. Since the sanc-
tions are far-fetched and impose against rus-
sia in order to eliminate russian manufacturers 
from the world market. As a result, manufac-
turing facilities are developing in the united 
States, and not in the Russian Federation. As 
a result, the quality and standard of living in 
Russia is falling.

here we see that the ongoing decrease of 
real incomes of the population in the russian 
Federation, lasting since 2014 till today, re-
spondents from russia connect with a hostile 
US policy.

Table 3
distribution of answers to the question: «US geopolitical goals? * 

(in %, of the number of respondents)

students
china russia the usa

M f M f M f
complete domination of the oceans and control over the interna-
tional trading system

100 67 100 87 99 98

Depriving any country of the ability to resist us global superiority 36 11 34 17 95 93
full control over maritime access to the usa and prevention of any 
possibility of invasion from the sea

34 36 28 24 99 99

elimination of any us threat from a western hemisphere state 31 35 34 21 99 99
total us dominance in north america 24 26 43 12 100 100
other 5 6 5 5 5 5

n o t e :  * T h e  total percentage in the vertical might be more than 100, because respondents could 
indicate several answers.

Table 4
distribution of answers to the question: «Why do you think people are negative towards the USA?»* 

(in %, of the number of respondents)

students
china russia the usa

M f M f M f
us restricts the free trade 100 67 100 87 9 8
us intervenes in internal affairs of other countries 87 82 84 80 - -
Citizens of different countries do not treat US citizens badly, but 
their government

51 46 43 35 62 56

because of the media, which creates the image of the enemy 34 33 47 44 66 62
other 5 5 6 5 5 5

n o t e :  * T h e  total percentage in the vertical might be more than 100, because respondents could 
indicate several answers.
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the opinion of students from china is inter-
esting, which, alike students from the Russian 
Federation, are negatively related to the Unit-
ed States. Students noted that politicians from 
the United States are constantly trying to exert 
economic pressure on Chinese manufacturers. 
students believe that the united states through 
sanctions restricts free trade in the world. At the 
same time, China is blaming it all the time.

students from the united states believe 
that their country is the engine of the global 
economy. And citizens of other countries are 
hostile to the United States, as they envy the 
way life in America flourishes. At the same 
time, students from the United States believe 
that due to chinese policies in the united 
States, the trade deficit is growing, which costs 
their country 1 % of GdP growth. According 
to respondents, citizens from China are sys-
tematically engaged in industrial espionage 
and wage cyber war against their country. In 
addition, China is building up the power of the 
armed forces. It is interesting, that a significant 
portion of us students do not consider the rus-

sian Federation as an enemy. Perhaps this is 
due to the impact of “soft power”, it is difficult 
to negatively relate to the country in which you 
yourself voluntarily have chosen to study. We 
observed the same situation when interviewing 
students from China, who also indicated during 
the survey that they did not consider the rus-
sian Federation as an enemy.

here we see that us students believe that 
china poses a threat to the us economy and 
national security.

the discussion of students about the unit-
ed states is certainly of particular interest to 
us as researchers, but it was important to un-
derstand how competent our respondents are 
to American political issues, how often they 
watch political news, whether they analyze 
the activity of electoral behavior in the united 
States, where do they get information about the 
united states?

For this reason, further we made an at-
tempt to find out how strong is the interest of 
our respondents in american politics in gen-
eral (Table 6).

Table 5
The answer to the question: «Why do you think people are positive towards the United States?» * 

(in %, of the number of respondents)

students
china russia the usa

M f M f M f
the propaganda of us representatives in different countries through 
the media creates the ideal image for the state and its politicians.

66 64 62 63 - -

People can find information on the Internet about real-world events. 17 16 13 10 23 16
people have repeatedly talked with citizens from the united states 
and have a real idea of them.

15 12 14 11 65 61

Some people were in the USA and have a real idea of the country. 14 13 28 26 78 72
us model of social and economic development for the rest of the 
world

12 13 12 14 84 81

other 5 5 6 5 5 6

n o t e :  * T h e  total percentage in the vertical might be more than 100, because respondents could 
indicate several answers.

Table 6
Students’ interest in US Politics in general 

(in %, of the number of respondents)

students
china russia the usa

M f M f M f
significant interest or attention 32 - 24 - 75 76
some interest or attention 39 36 35 33 11 12
little interest or attention 24 59 36 62 9 7
i do not know 5 5 5 5 5 5
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As can be seen from the answers, a signifi-
cant interest in us politics among students from 
America, which in principle is very logical. In-
terestingly, students from China and the Russian 
Federation have a significant interest in US poli-
tics only for a small part of students. Moreover, 
for ladies, politics in the United States is gener-
ally not of significant interest and attention.

next, we analyzed if students had an inter-
est in national election campaigns in the united 
States (Table 7).

the responses indicated that respondents 
from china and the russian are interested in 
the election campaign in the united states 
higher than in the political process in the unit-
ed States.

Obviously, a lot depends on who comes to 
power in the country with the strongest econo-
my and army in the world. Therefore, students 
are very carefully interested in election cam-
paigns in the United States.

then we studied whether students are striv-
ing to obtain information about what is happen-
ing in political life in the united states and is 
this information of interest to them? (Table 8).

from the answers it is clear that students 
from china and the russian federation do not 
show significant interest in the events taking 
place in everyday political life in the united 
States. Students had the opportunity to clarify 
their answers. So, more than half of the stu-
dents from the Russian Federation explained 

that they receive information about political 
life in the united states from programs on 
Russian television. One-third of students indi-
cated that they listen to programs on “Moscow 
Echo” radio station and watch programs of A. 
navalny and L. Sobol. As we see, the sources 
for obtaining information about political life 
in the USA are different for students, which is 
good itself, since any civilized person needs to 
critically evaluate any information received.

next, we studied who can currently be con-
sidered as the enemy for the united states from 
the point of view of respondents (Table 9).

It is interesting, that students from China 
believe that it is not their country posing a 
threat to the United States to a greater extent, 
but the Russian Federation. And students from 
the russian federation believe that china is 
a threat to the United States. In turn, students 
from the united states believe that there are 
many threats. The United States, in their view, 
is threated by China, Saudi Arabia and Paki-
stan, and a number of other countries.

students had the opportunity to clarify their 
answers. So, students from the United States 
indicated that saudi arabia poses a threat to 
America and the whole world, as it finances 
terrorists. China poses a threat as it builds up 
the navy and imposes sanctions against the US.

next, we analyzed which terrorist groups 
(organizations) threaten the United States from 
the point of view of our respondents (Table 10).

Table 7
Students’ interest in national election campaigns in the USA  

(in %, of the number of respondents)

students
china russia the usa

M f M f M f
significant interest or attention 44 12 35 15 77 78
some interest or attention 31 32 24 20 11 13
little interest or attention 20 51 36 60 12 9
i do not know 5 5 5 5 - -

Table 8
information on what is happening in the political life in the usa  

(in %, of the number of respondents)

students
china russia the usa

M f M f M f
significant interest or attention 30 - 23 - 75 76
some interest or attention 39 34 36 33 11 12
little interest or attention 26 59 36 62 14 12
i do not know 5 7 5 5 - -
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Table 9
distribution of answers to the question: «Who do you think is currently the enemy  

for the United States?»* (in %, of the number of respondents)

students
china russia the usa

M f M f M f
russia 67 63 23 18 54 51
north Korea 54 46 32 12 58 54
saudi arabia 32 21 19 11 60 57
iran 31 17 37 32 56 55
china 23 18 67 66 78 73
pakistan 14 7 7 - 65 62
afghanistan 13 7 6 7 32 23
Venezuela 12 7 13 10 47 45
cuba 6 6 5 - 12 10
syria 6 - 12 - 43 41
iraq 5 - - - 32 29
other countries 5 5 5 5 6 5

n o t e :  * T h e  total percentage in the vertical might be more than 100, because respondents could 
indicate several answers.

Table 10
distribution of answers to the question: «Which groups (organizations)  

in your opinion are currently the enemy for the United States?»* 
(in %, of the number of respondents)

students
china russia the usa

M f M f M f
IS (banned in the Russian Federation) 89 45 100 76 87 84
hezbollah 54 21 64 16 75 63
Al qaeda (banned in the Russian Federation) 51 21 52 17 100 100
Haqqani network (banned in the Russian Federation) 32 7 17 - 76 64
Quds forces 15 - 35 - 43 36
other 5 5 5 5 5 6

n o t e :  * T h e  total percentage in the vertical might be more than 100, because respondents could 
indicate several answers.

As can be seen from the answers, most of 
the respondents, regardless of nationality and 
citizenship, consider the IS terrorist organiza-
tion as a threat to the USA. Moreover, students 
from the russian federation are aware that it is 
prohibited in the territory of the russian fed-
eration and that the Russian army is fighting 
with this terrorist organization in Syria.

this question was open in the question-
naire, so respondents had to write down the 
name of the terrorist organization in the line. 
the table shows that the respondents know the 
terrorist groups, which are are enemies of the 

United States. A significant part of the respond-
ents, regardless of citizenship (nationality), 
gender, and direction of study, correctly indi-
cated that terrorist groups of radical islamists 
pose as a threat to the United States. Students 
from the united states not only listed the name 
of the groups, but also correctly indicated their 
affiliation. So, all respondents from America 
noted that hezbollah is a paramilitary leba-
nese Shiite organization and political party.

next, we attempted to find out why China 
poses a threat to the United States and what ex-
actly is this threat? (table 11).
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Table 11
distribution of answers to the question: «Why is China a threat to the United States?»* 

(in %, of the number of respondents)

students
china russia the usa

M f M f M f
conducts industrial espionage and cyber war against the usa 13 8 87 54 85 83
Making systematic attempts to destroy us industrial base 12 11 78 63 87 72
large-scale manipulations of china with its own currency to 
stimulate exports

10 7 71 57 100 100

other 5 5 5 5 5 5

n o t e :  * T h e  total percentage in the vertical might be more than 100, because respondents could 
indicate several answers.

As can be seen from the survey, US stu-
dents see China as a threat to their economy. 
russian students also see china as a threat to 
US industry and economy.

students had the opportunity to clarify 
their answers. So, students from the United 
states noted that the value of the renminbi is 
underestimated by 50 % compared to its real 
value. As a result, China can sell its goods half 
the price of American goods. US companies 
are not competitive. because of this, there is an 
increase in unemployment in the United States. 

As part of the study, we conducted a series 
of in-depth interviews with students from dif-
ferent countries.

below we provide some of their statements.
christina
“china is hostile to my country. in particu-

lar, china adopted the doctrine of integrated 
Network electronic Warfare. china is destroy-
ing my country’s industry, stealing military and 
civilian technologies. Us unemployment is in-
creasing because of China”. 

Michael
“Unemployment is growing, in the UsA. 

the media in my country associates this with 
chinese politics. i constantly analyze informa-
tion in the field of world economy and poli-
tics. My concern is the fact that the chinese 
economy is growing at 10 %, and the American 
economy is growing at an average of 2 %. the 
US has a huge trade deficit with China. But I’m 
sure that the future is all the same for the UsA. 
America has a high proportion of people with a 
high level of education and competitive skills”.

william
“For any country, the main thing is to stim-

ulate the economy, create new jobs, increase 
labor productivity, improve the quality and 
standard of living of people. Unfortunately, 
there is a decrease in the living standards of a 

number of states. china is usually blamed for 
this, but i believe that the problem is not only 
related to chinese policy, but also to problems 
in American domestic politics. in the UsA, cor-
porate tax is high (higher only in Japan) as a 
result, businesses are trying to save on taxes by 
transferring their enterprises abroad. it is nec-
essary to reduce tax rates in order to stop the 
flight of capital abroad. I believe that it was im-
portant to reduce the tax rate on capital gains 
and dividends, this was stimulating the crea-
tion of new jobs and attracting investment”. 

here we can notice that us students see a 
threat from China side.

the opinion of russian students is also  
interesting.

egor
“the UsA pursues an aggressive policy in 

the world. they have the largest government 
debt when compared to GDP. the mass of inter-
nal unsolved problems, in particular the problem 
of crime, drug addiction, unemployment. every 
7 Us citizens receives food stamps. instead of 
solving the problems of their country, the Us 
government is constantly looking for a reason 
somewhere to start another war or make a color 
revolution. The US State Department finances 
liberals in the russian Federation. then, the pol-
iticians from the UsA are surprised why no one 
or a few people like Americans in the world”.

As you can see, a number of Russian stu-
dents very negatively assess the role and place 
of the United States in the modern world. As 
part of the interview, we found out that Egor 
has no acquaintances and friends from the 
United States and he never was in the USA. 
In addition, Egor is a member of the Young 
Guard (youth organization) of United Russia. 
Regardless of his socio-political views, it can 
be stated that for most of the Russian students, 
the United States is still a hostile country.
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As part of our research, we conducted a se-
ries of in-depth interviews with positional ex-
perts. below we give some of their statements.

Positional expert 1. “the Us will continue 
to dominate the world. Politicians in the Unit-
ed states have consistently implemented the 
truman Doctrine, the eisenhower Doctrine, 
and the Kennedy Doctrine. Us politicians ad-
equately respond to modern challenges in the 
world. Despite the periodic increase in oil and 
gas prices in the world, the United states due 
to the available reserves of natural gas is able 
to fully satisfy America’s energy needs. Suffice 
it to recall the largest natural gas field Marcel-
lus sheil. in addition, shale gas is being ac-
tively developed in the United states. All this 
allows the United states to ensure energy se-
curity. And this, in turn, ensures the ongoing 
development of the economy”.

Positional expert 2. “According to fore-
casts, china will overtake the United states by 
2027 and become the largest economy in the 
world. But this is according to analysts. the re-
ality today is that in the United states, despite 
the global crisis, there is an increase in eco-
nomic and military power. the United states 
skillfully creates economic, military, and po-
litical alliances. It provides financial support 
to foreign countries and expands its influence 
through soft power. every year, leading scien-
tists of the world strive to come to the United 
states, therefore America has at its disposal the 
best intellectual world resources. the concern 
of the UsA is caused by the actions of saudi 
Arabia to finance global terrorism. In the eco-
nomic field, China is a major irritant”.

Positional expert 3. “the United states se-
cures its influence through the power of covert 
operations. America has powerful intelligence 
services that provide a unseen impact on world 
events. The majority of the population of the 
russian Federation has a negative attitude to-
wards the United states, since a negative im-
age is created in the materials of permanent 
columnists, in news articles, reports, newspa-
per and magazine articles about the USA”.

As we can see, positional experts believe 
that the united states will dominate the world 

for a long time and currently china is the only 
real rival.

Conclusion
given the ever-growing role of the united 

States in the world, it is important to interact 
constructively with its political elite.

For this reason, we believe that it is neces-
sary to:

– the media more objectively and con-
structively cover ongoing processes in the 
United States;

– develop humanitarian internation-
al cooperation;

– periodically hold scientific and practical 
conferences on intercultural interaction;

– to work more actively with various target 
groups in the USA;

– to systematically invite famous teachers 
and politicians from the usa to conduct open 
lectures at universities.

there are many problems in the world that 
can only be solved with the constructive inter-
action of the USA and the Russian Federation.
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