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In the face of growing competition in the international educational services market, the internationalization of 

the Kazakhstan education system and attracting more foreign students continues to be an important strategic task. 
the article reveals the main aspects of the internationalization of the higher education system in the republic of 
Kazakhstan. It is noted that a high-quality strategy for internationalizing the domestic education system, based on 
best international practices, taking into account national priorities, undoubtedly affects both the competitiveness of 
Kazakh graduates in the world labor market and the competitiveness of the Kazakhstan economy as a whole. Quali-
tative transformation is one of the main elements in the formation of the sovereignty of our state. The development 
of higher professional education is closely linked to the problems of the development of society and is due to the 
following socio-economic laws: the transition of society to a market economy, as a result of which the nature of pro-
ductive forces and production forces has changed; the growth of knowledge-based industries; increase in the volume 
of scientific and technical information; quick change of technology; integrative nature of research.
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Times are changing, and we are 
changing with them. 

Horace.

In modern conditions, one of the key in-
dicators for assessing the country’s devel-
opment is the human development index, in 
which, in addition to living standards and lon-
gevity, special attention is paid to the level of 
literacy and education of the population of the 
studied state. These indicators, of course, are 
influenced by the higher education system, 
the high level of which determines the further 
development of society. More recently, edu-
cation was considered as the sum of knowl-
edge, skills and abilities gained as a result of 
training in educational institutions and less 
often – independently. Today, education is a 
branch of the economy, economy of the coun-
try, which includes organizations, institutions, 
enterprises providing training, knowledge 
transfer, and the production of educational 
literature. Therefore, higher education has a 
direct impact on the competitiveness of the 
country’s economy as a whole through the 
training of qualified personnel, as well as the 
development of a holistic, creative personal-
ity, which is one of the main factors in the op-
timal functioning of the country’s economy. 
At the moment, an assessment of the level of 
development of a country is determined, also 
by the education of its citizens. Improving the 
system of higher education is a direct path to 
positive changes in society, as well as to its 
further progressive functioning.

As you know, at the present time there are 
changes in the political, economic, cultural 
spheres of human life, in connection with this, 
reforms affect higher education, periodically 
requiring updating. Today it is already clear to 
everyone: it is impossible to “enter” into the 

“new” time with the old standards. As shown 
by popular practice, the task of forming a new 
personality is not feasible with traditional ap-
proaches to education, so the introduction of 
new educational standards is a trend of the 
times. The new standard is distinguished by 
the implementation of a system-activity ap-
proach in training, where the learner’s position 
is active, where he acts as an initiator and crea-
tor, rather than a passive listener. In the stand-
ards of the new generation, the focus is not on 
knowledge, skills, but universal educational 
activities – the ability to learn independently. 
the important thing is not the “baggage” of 
knowledge accumulated during training, but 
the ability to use it. 

the qualitative transformation of higher 
education is one of the main elements in the 
formation of the sovereignty of our state, its 
real political and economic independence. The 
development of higher professional education 
is closely linked to the problems of the devel-
opment of society and is due to the following 
socio-economic laws:

– the transition of society to a market 
economy, as a result of which the nature of the 
productive forces and production relations has 
changed, the social status of the subjects of 
production has changed;

– the growth of high-tech industries, for the 
effective organization of which required main-
ly staff with higher professional education;

– almost double the amount of scientific 
and technical information over the past five 
years, and information is projected to be up-
dated every three years;

– rapid change of technology, which 
caused obsolescence of production capacities 
and discovered an insufficient level of qualifi-
cation of specialists;



EUROPEAN JOURNAL OF NATURAL HISTORY № 3, 2020

13Pedagogical sciences

– the integrative nature of research con-
ducted at the intersection of various sciences 
and the synthesis of subject areas of knowledge;

– the active use of modern information and 
communication technologies as means of intel-
lectual activity, which condition the automa-
tion of both physical and mental labor.

In modern society, education has become 
one of the most extensive areas of human activ-
ity. So, at the beginning of the 2018/2019 aca-
demic year in the Republic of Kazakhstan, 
there are 128 higher education institutions 
(universities) taking into account branches. 
45 universities are state-owned by ownership, 
79 are private universities and 4 are foreign-
owned. The total number of students is 542458, 
the number of students in the current academic 
year, compared with the previous academic 
year, increased by 9.3 %.

the number of full-time faculty is 
38 275 people, including 5630 teachers work-
ing part-time. A doctorate have 8.4 % of the 
total staff of the faculty, candidate of scienc-
es – 33,7 %, the title of professor – 6 %, and 
Associate Professor – 14.8 %. The number of 
teachers with an academic master’s degree is 
12 337 people, or 32.2 %, doctors of philoso-
phy ( Phd ) and doctors in profile – 2379 peo-
ple or 6.2 % [1].

according to the statistics presented in the 
“national report on the status and develop-

ment of the education system of the republic 
of Kazakhstan (since independence)”, at the 
level of education of the population of Ka-
zakhstan is relatively high and close to the 
average level of the countries – members of 
the OECd (Organization for Economic Coop-
eration and development) . Among adults aged 
25 years and over 40 % have secondary educa-
tion as the highest level of education, 30 % – a 
college degree and 25 % – higher education. 
according to rK national economy commit-
tee on Statistics of the Ministry in the 2017/ 
2018 academic year, a contingent of university 
s Kazakhstan amounted to 534 421 students, of 
them for undergraduate – 496 209, Masters – 
34 609 (scientific and pedagogical direction – 
19 431 people, profile – 15 178 people), doc-
toral Phd – 3 603 people (table. 1).

The dynamics of five years recorded an in-
crease in the indicator of faculty (faculty) of 
universities. According to the Unified higher 
education management system (UHEMS) in 
the 2018/2019 academic year, teaching activity 
is carried out 50 735 people, including staff – 
40 594. Qualitative composition of faculty or 
university s in the 2018/2019 academic year 
for data UHEMS (graduation rate) was 44,7 % 
(for 115 civilian universities ). The qualitative 
composition of the faculty of higher education-
al institutions of the republic of Kazakhstan 
for 3 years is presented in table 2.

Table 1
Kazakhstan: contingent of universities, people [2, p. 15]

the level  
of education

academic year
2014-2015 2015-2016 2016-2017 2017-2018 * for 

122 universities
2018-2019 * UHEMS data 
for 115 civilian universities

undergraduate 477 387 459 369 477 074 496 209 479 914
Master 32 527 29 882 32 893 34 609 36 720
Doctoral studies 2 063 2 288 2 710 3 603 4 937
total 511 977 491 539 512 677 534 421 521 571 

Table 2
Kazakhstan: indicators of the degree of teaching staff of universities, person / % [3, p. 16]

 2015-2016 academic 
year

2016-2017 academic 
year

2017-2018 academic 
year

Qty share, % Qty share, % Qty share, %
total faculty 38 087 100 38 241 100 38 212 100
Of them:       
Doctors of science 3,568 9,4 3 499 9.2 3 251 8.5
candidates of sciences 14 239 37,4 14,023 36.7 13,276 34.7
doctors of Philosophy (Phd) 1 133 3 1 562 four 1 854 5
doctors by profile 139 0.4 175 0.5 208 0.5
Masters 10 082 26.5 11 135 29.1 12 098 31.7
The general indicator of steadiness (p. 1-4) 19,079 50.1 19 259 50,4 18 589 48.7
other 8 926 23,4 7 847 20.5 7 847 19.6
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Consequently, the social role of education 
has increased: the prospects for the develop-
ment of mankind today largely depend on its 
focus and effectiveness. In the last decade, 
the world is changing its attitude towards all 
types and elements of education. Education, 
especially higher education, is considered as 
the main, leading factor in social, political and 
economic progress. The reason for such atten-
tion is the understanding that the most impor-
tant value and main capital of modern society 
is a person who is capable of searching and 
mastering new knowledge and making non-
standard decisions. In this regard, it is neces-
sary to note the domestic educational traditions 
that have proven their effectiveness: 

– a high degree of state responsibility 
for education;

– social orientation of education (on social-
ly significant results of educational activities);

– knowledge tradition in the content 
of education;

– experience of reproductive, illustrative 
and explanatory type of training;

– ideas and experience of developing  
education;

– experience in the development of crea-
tive cognitive abilities of students through the 
organization of problem-based learning;

– experience in science education;
– experience of moral education.
Currently, the key trend in the develop-

ment of higher and postgraduate education in 
Kazakhstan is the internationalization of uni-
versities. The participation of the scientific 
and pedagogical and student community in 
international projects, the academic mobility 
of students and teachers, as well as other fac-
tors contribute to the integration of the Kazakh 
higher school in the global educational space. 
Appearing at the end of XX, the phenomenon 
of internationalization of higher education is 
now becoming one of the most important di-
rections of development of national education 
systems and educational institutions world-
wide. At the national level, internationaliza-
tion strategies are being actively developed, 
designed to solve a number of important politi-
cal, economic and cultural problems, as well as 
ensure academic development, positive chang-
es in the educational process and the univer-
sity environment. International cooperation of 
Kazakhstan in the field of education is carried 
out in accordance with the legislation of the 
country and international treaties. International 
cooperation is represented by the relevant leg-
islative framework. This is the Un legal frame-
work: Universal declaration of Human Rights 

(1948), International Covenant on Economic, 
Social and Cultural Rights (1966), Convention 
against discrimination in Education (1960), 
ILO / UnESCO Recommendations on the Sta-
tus of teachers (1966), World declaration on 
Higher Education for the 21st Century: Ap-
proaches and Practical Measures (1998). The 
internationalization of universities of the coun-
tries participating in the bologna process is 
regulated by documents of the council of eu-
rope. These are the European Convention on 
the equivalence of Diplomas leading to ac-
cess to Universities (ETS no. 15) (1953), the 
european convention on the equivalence of 
University Periods of Education (1956); Euro-
pean convention on the academic recognition 
of University Qualifications (1959), European 
agreement on the continuation of scholar-
ships for Students Studying Abroad (1969), 
Covenant on the Recognition of Qualifications 
related to higher education in the european 
Region (1997), etc. . The basis of cooperation 
within the framework of scientific and edu-
cational process is the following regulatory 
framework of the CIS – the Agreement on co-
operation in education (1992), Agreement on 
cooperation in the field of training of scientific 
and scientific-pedagogical personnel and nos-
trification of documents on their qualifications 
within the CIS (1992), the Agreement on coop-
eration on the formation of a single (common) 
educational space of the CIS (1997), the Model 
Law on Education (adopted at the 13th plenary 
meeting of the inter-parliamentary assembly 
of CIS participants (1999).

At the regional level, one of the successful 
projects for the internationalization of educa-
tion has been the cooperation of the member 
states of the shanghai cooperation organi-
zation (SCO). The SCO Universities project 
is aimed at developing integration processes 
in education, science and technology, taking 
into account the best national traditions. The 
creation of the central asian higher education 
Zone was facilitated by the Taraz declaration, 
adopted in 2007. One of the striking exam-
ples of interaction is the central asian educa-
tion Platform project, implemented within the 
framework of the european educational initia-
tive for Central Asia. The aim of the project is 
to expand cooperation between the European 
Union and Central Asia. Under the auspices of 
the project, in June 2017, the Second Meeting 
of the Ministers of education of the european 
Union and Central Asia was held in Astana. 
the main outcome of the meeting was the 
adoption of the Astana declaration, which laid 
a new stage in the process of strengthening ties 
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between the countries of the central asian re-
gion and the European Union.

in order to further develop the system of 
higher education, internationalization contin-
ues to remain on the list of the main direc-
tions of development of higher education pro-
viders. Internationalization contributes to the 
sustainable development of higher education 
at the national level and, therefore, the forma-
tion of competitive human capital. despite the 
fact that internationalization remains the cen-
tral strategic direction of universities, many 
stakeholders in the field of higher education 
still have a vague idea of   this phenomenon. 
each of them interprets this concept in their 
own way, and most people understand interna-
tionalization exclusively as attracting foreign 
students. However, one should also under-
stand internationalization as a process of inte-
grating international, intercultural and global 
perspectives into the higher education system 
and, thus, improving the quality of education 
and research. This process includes the mobil-
ity of students and faculty, the development 
of joint educational programs, diplomas, mas-
sive open online courses (MOOCs), and joint 
research projects. Thus, internationalization 
increases the accessibility and innovativeness 
of higher education, ensures the emergence 
of international standards, and expands and 
strengthens international cooperation. In the 
university, the leading leaders of the world 
ranking of universities QS WUR, the activi-
ties on internationalization of the university 
include many development areas – from 
developing a strategic plan for the develop-
ment of the university to providing distance 
learning [4, p. 298]. As you know, ranking of 
the best universities in the world (QS World 
University Rankings) is a global study and 
its accompanying ranking of the best higher 
education institutions of world significance in 
terms of their achievements in education and 
science. designed according to the methodol-
ogy of the british consulting company Quac-
quarelli Symonds (QS). The rating evaluates 
universities by the following indicators: ac-
tivity and quality of research activities, em-
ployers’ opinions and career potential, teach-
ing and internationalization. These indicators 
cover the key strategic missions of universi-
ties of world significance for which they are 
responsible to the participants in the process: 
the academic community, employers, students 
and their parents. Annually, the study evalu-
ates over 2.5 thousand higher education insti-
tutions around the world. based on its results, 
a ranking of the 500 best universities in the 

world is compiled, as well as university rat-
ings in individual disciplines. 

the internationalization of higher edu-
cation has a positive effect both at the local 
(university) and at the national levels (coun-
try). due to the internationalization of higher 
education, the number of foreign students is in-
creasing, which in turn increase the country’s 
Gross domestic Product (GdP) and facilitate 
the creation of new jobs. Attracting foreign 
students is also a mechanism to increase the at-
tractiveness of the country on the world stage, 
as a result there is an influx of more tourists.

the core of the state policy of internation-
alization is the development of academic mo-
bility of students. In total, in 2017, 2 495 stu-
dents were sent to study abroad by universities, 
which is 2.6 times higher than the same indi-
cator for 2016. This indicator ensures the im-
plementation of the “ensuring the quality of 
external mobility” strategy of academic mo-
bility in the Republic of Kazakhstan for 2012-
2020 years: there is an annual increase in the 
number of students traveling to the countries of 
the EHEA (European Higher Education Area) 
for one period of study, by 50 % [5]. However, 
this is a significantly small proportion of the 
total number of students in 2017 – only 0.5 %

Much work in this direction is carried out 
by the center for international cooperation 
and academic Mobility of the Karaganda state 
Technical University (KSTU). The coordina-
tor of programs on academic mobility of stu-
dents organizes the work of the commission 
to conduct a competition among students. Ac-
cording to the results of the competition, an 
agreement is concluded taking into account 
the accreditation of the partner institution and 
its educational programs. The procedure for 
admitting students from other higher educa-
tional institutions, recognition and offsetting 
of loans acquired during academic mobility, 
is implemented in accordance with the “rules 
for the organization of the educational process 
on credit education technology”, approved by 
order of the Minister of education and science 
of the Republic of Kazakhstan dated April 20, 
2011 no. 152, Concepts academic mobility of 
students of higher educational institutions of 
the Republic of Kazakhstan (MES of the Re-
public of Kazakhstan, 01/19/11), the Regula-
tion on the procedure for transferring loans ac-
cording to ECTS type from 05.09.2011

In 2015, 6 students from the Hashemite 
Kingdom of Jordan were attracted to study 
at the Karaganda state technical university 
in the specialties “Construction” – 5 people, 
“Oil and Gas business” – 1 person. In order  
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to ensure the further attraction of foreign 
students to KSTU in 2016, a joint work was 
carried out with Kazakh national university 
named after Al – Farabi for the admission of 
students in accordance with the agreement 
between the governments of the republic of 
Kazakhstan and the islamic republic of af-
ghanistan on cooperation in the field of edu-
cation (november 22, 2009). For training for 
the 2016/2017 academic year, 15 students were 
accepted who previously passed foundation 
courses (preparatory language courses) at Ka-
znU named after Al-Farabi [6, p. 27].

As a result of the positive experience about 
teaching these students for the 2017/2018 aca-
demic year, an additional 30 students from 
the islamic republic of afghanistan were at-
tracted. In the context of faculties, the contin-
gent of foreign students from this country as 
of november 1, 2018 is 43 students. In terms 
of specialties: “Construction” – 26 people, 
“Transport, transport equipment and technolo-
gies” – 2 person, the field of “science” – 9 peo-
ple, “Information Systems” – 5 people, “Com-
puters and Software” – 1 person sheep. The 
Karaganda state technical university provides 
support for the transfer of students (purchase 
of tickets, visa support in conjunction with the 
migration service of the Department of internal 
Affairs of the Karaganda region, the Ministry 
of education and science of the republic of 
Kazakhstan, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
of the republic of Kazakhstan and the em-
bassy of the islamic republic of afghanistan 
in Kazakhstan). Also in 2017, 5 students from 
Tajikistan were accepted for training in accord-
ance with the intergovernmental agreement in 
the field of education and science for training 
in the specialties of “Electric Power”, “Infor-
mation Security Systems”, “Architecture”, 
“And Information Systems”. For 2018/2019, 
2 citizens of ukraine were accepted in accord-
ance with the agreement between the Minis-
tries of education and science of the two coun-
tries on cooperation in the field of education 
and science from 2010 for training in the target 
magistracy in the specialty “Metallurgy” [7, p. 
28]. It follows that from the point of view of 
society, an educated person is a self-educated 
person aimed at developing his creative abili-
ties. As a goal of higher education, a subject 

is set, an active cultural-historical creator, ca-
pable of being included in modern culture and 
socially valuable activity for its renewal. From 
the perspective of the individual, the goal of 
education is an individual who is aware of its 
uniqueness, autonomy and sovereignty, has 
personal educational needs and educational 
interests, is able to take responsibility for its 
educational potential, has the right to manifest 
subjectivity, to its own path of development of 
the chosen educational content.

Thus, the decisive factors in the develop-
ment of a competitive university, improving 
the quality of training of specialists are: the de-
velopment of internationalization of education 
and the introduction of an education quality 
management system that meets international 
standards. Internationalization higher educa-
tion creates new opportunities, contributes to 
the acquisition of accessible knowledge, the 
introduction of innovative methods of work 
in higher education systems, improves mu-
tual understanding between different peoples 
and cultures, promotes the education of a new 
generation prepared for life and work in the in-
ternational information community. Reforms 
in the higher education system are designed to 
bring Kazakhstan to the forefront in the world, 
to ensure the future of the Kazakhstan nation, a 
decent life for every citizen. 
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