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The article deals with the problem of organizing the educational process in higher school polylingual edu-
cational environment. In fact, a modern University is aimed at the social and professional requirements of global 
cooperation. The success of the phenomenon “polylingual educational environment” is, in particular, in the integra-
tion of social, pedagogical, psychological and cultural aspects. The study of the polylingual educational environ-
ment peculiarities reflects the concept of the innovative higher education. The author considers the the polylingual 
educational environment as a socio-cultural factor of the student’s professional, cultural and personal development.

Keywords: polylingual educational environment, phenomenon, competence, innovative higher school,  
professional and cultural development, future specialists

The sociocultural conditions of the modern 
global world determine and correlate the goals 
of the Russian higher education. Many issues 
of the higher education related to the globaliza-
tion process are being updated. New problems 
are being acquired by the integration processes 
in the context of linguistics, culture, sociol-
ogy, psychology and pedagogy. The relevance 
of studying the issues of higher education in 
Russian universities opens new perspectives in 
determining the peculiarities of the educational 
process organization in the polylingual educa-
tional environment. With the basic humanistic 
principles as a priority, we take into account 
the specificity of the person-oriented technolo-
gies of modern pedagogy. In fact, the trends in 
the structure of the higher education represent 
a huge freedom for the educator to choose and 
implement new approaches, methods, tools to 
promote the formation of communicative (bi-
lingual), sociocultural, intercultural, profes-
sional competencies and the development of 
student’s creative professional activity. It is 
important to note that the main mission of the 
modern university is not the only formation of 
a personality with certain competencies (ac-
cording to the current educational standards), 
but also the development of potential individu-
al characteristics of students in a multicultural 
educational environment [2].

We are inclined to think that teaching the 
foreign-language professionally-oriented com-
munication in the polylingual educational 
environment is justified by the need to study 
the psychological, pedagogical, social, philo-
logical, and cultural factors in the educational 
process at the University. To expand the notion 
of “polylingual educational environment at the 
university” we are to justify teaching foreign-
language professionally-oriented communica-
tion as a key educational strategy for activating 
the professional and cultural development of 

students in the multicultural educational envi-
ronment. 

The theoretical, methodological back-
ground of our scientific project is competence, 
culture and personality-oriented approaches. 
Studying the peculiarities of teaching the for-
eign-language professionally-oriented com-
munication in the context of the polylingual 
educational environment is also important to 
present different research positions of the sci-
entists. In modern pedagogy the concepts “en-
vironment” and “educational environment” 
are relevant. The researchers present it as 
the life conditions of a person, his surround-
ing; the unity of people connected by the these 
conditions and activities; the social space sur-
rounding the person, the area of   the individ-
ual’s activity, his immediate development in 
actions: his social and personal life, the expe-
rience of communication, the influence of the 
media, etc. [6]. 

M.B. Krylov understands the educational 
environment as part of the socio-cultural space 
where different educational processes and their 
components are interacted, in which the learner 
joins cultural ties with the society, acquires the 
experience of independent cultural activity [3]. 
G.Yu. Belyaev studies the educational environ-
ment as an “educational process environment” 
of a particular educational institution, modeled 
by the pedagogical activity of teachers and the 
administrative managers of the institution [1]. 
Thus, according to the researchers’ opinion, the 
educational environment is interpreted as a set 
of various conditions. This is a combination of 
social, cultural, as well as specially organized 
psychological and pedagogical conditions, as a 
result of the interaction of which the individual 
is formed as a personality. The educational en-
vironment is a pedagogically organized system 
of conditions, influences and opportunities 
for satisfying the hierarchical complex of the 
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needs of the individual and the transformation 
of these needs into vital values. Using all the 
opportunities ensures the student’s active po-
sition in the educational process and personal 
self- development [5]. This creates conditions 
for the disclosure of the interests and abilities, 
the creative potential of students, further con-
tributing to the satisfaction of their individual 
needs. This determines the choice and the use 
of educational technologies in accordance with 
the peculiarities of trainees. Having analyzed 
a number of scientific ideas and views on the 
stated problems, we tried to present our own 
ideological interpretation of the concept “pol-
ylingual educational environment”, which, 
undoubtedly, is connected with the further 
questions of forming a flexible and system of 
methodological support in higher education 
processes. The results of the research identified 
the necessity of developing the new organi-
zational and methodological strategies that 
contribute to the communicative, sociocul-
tural, personal and professional development 
of trainees in multicultural environment. The 
polylingual educational environment at the 
university is an educational environment that 
is defined for the learner with communicative, 
socio-cultural, intercultural, psycho-peda-
gogical, organizational and methodological 
conditions that ensure the student’s personal 
and potentially professional development in 
a multicultural environment. In our study, we 
consider the bilingual (polylingual) educa-
tional environment as a value, as a condition 
and as a means of forming the communicative 
(bilingual), cultural, sociocultural, intercul-
tural and, surely, professional competencies 
of the future specialists in the professionally 
oriented communicative educational activity 
at the university. 

In our study, we also identified the charac-
teristic features of learning in the polylingual 
educational environment: 

● Purposefulness in implementing the cul-
tural and educational content of the learning 
process: taking into account, directly, the nature 
of the bilingual / polylingual environment in the 
university as a phenomenon, the development of 
the content of learning as a process and a result 
of social and cultural factors, having a shaping 
impact on the student’ personality;

● Activation of professional and cultural 
development of students: the result of bilingual 
person-to-person interaction in the educational 
process (at the level of participants in the inter-
action, institutions, programs, organizational 
and methodological support of the learning 
process);

● Organizational and methodological in-
tegration of the educational process: the rela-
tionship between the resource and methodo-
logical organization of the educational process, 
including teachers, students, managers, social 
and business partners, with the support of vari-
ous factors conditioned by the multicultural 
learning environment; 

● Flexibility and variability of the learning 
process: the possibility of transformations and 
changes in the resource potential, the devel-
opment and implementation of conditions to 
ensure the full development of the individual 
trainees and the realization of their abilities.

Undoubtedly, the nature of the (educa-
tional) bilingual communication defines the re-
quirements for the personality of the future spe-
cialist within the framework of the competence 
approach. Training future specialists in polyi-
lingual conditions contributes to the formation 
of a communicative (bilingual), intercultural, 
sociocultural, and professional competences 
that determine the success of foreign language 
speaking. Moreover, the need to study the for-
mation of bilingual communicative competence 
in the educational environment is conditioned 
by the social need of the international world: the 
graduates of the university must be able to im-
mediately integrate into the international busi-
ness community, being a successful communi-
cator and negotiator. It should be added that, 
traditionally, bilingual competence means the 
integrative unity of the following components: 
subject competence, foreign competence, bilin-
gual educational and cognitive competence and 
competence of personal self-improvement [4]. 
All the above mentioned competences are in-
terrelated, interdependent and reflect the basic 
concept of the bilingual/polylingual education-
al process. Thus, in the basis of the reasoning 
of our research, we adhere to the definition of 
the concept of “bilingual communicative com-
petence” as a student’s ability (knowledge of 
the subject language competence in two lan-
guages) and the willingness of students (the 
competence of personal self-improvement ) to 
implement effective interpersonal, intergroup, 
intercultural communication. We support the 
idea of   researchers that the study, formation and 
improvement of bilingual communicative com-
petence are possible only on the basis of inter-
action of cultures, analysis and comparison of 
linguistic and social characteristics of a person 
or groups of the language community. To sum 
up, we can resume that professionally oriented 
learning in the polylingual educational envi-
ronment is defined as the interrelated activity 
of the teachers and students, aimed at studying  
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specialized subjects by means of native and 
foreign languages. As a result, the synthesis 
of certain competences is achieved .The deep 
mastering of the subject (professionally-orient-
ed) content, the development of professionally 
directed speech, the formation of a culture of 
professional thinking and language culture, as 
well as a high level of foreign language profi-
ciency for a special purpose are provided. The 
phenomenal nature of the polylingual educa-
tional environment is conditioned by the mul-
tifunctionality and multidimensionality of the 
phenomenon being studied, which opens up 
the new possibilities for further practical study 
of the issues of polylingual education environ-
ment in higher education context.
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