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In this article features of formation and development of transformational processes of the Republic of Korea
of the end of the XX century, namely the concerning development of institute of the president and the government
are considered. Explanation for it only one: the South Korean political regime of the end of the 80th years of the XX
century was two-faced: I carried peculiar only to him line and pro-American character and Korean-patriotic. The
priority of standards of moral right, over the legal procedure is characteristic of the Republic of Korea, i.e. the end
result, but not dragged out process is important for South Korean society. The character of the Republic of Korea
can be defined how character peculiar to “patrimonial society” which in total presents the alloy of national and his-
torical unity, the general for all Koreans. Listed above lines, specific to the Republic of Korea, are also considered

in article below.
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In the conditions of deficiency of resourc-
es, in situations of crisis, accidents, radical
transformations come to the forefront values of
survival and there is a request for the central-
ized power realizing strict social control.

And with emergence and expansion of a
layer of owners inevitably there is a request for
the legal culture providing their rights, a pos-
sibility of free self-realization. Historical ex-
perience of modernization of Spain, Germany,
Japan, South Korea, Chile demonstrates that in
process of the successful course of moderniza-
tion in the country are formed and democratic
institutes begin to work, replacing with them-
selves rigid dirigisme.

The purpose of this article — to define the
main historical components making transfor-
mational processes of the Republic of Korea at
the end of the XX century.

Tasks of this article:

— to define historical factors of influence on
transformational processes;

— to reveal the main historical stages form-
ing transformational waves;

— to define historical prerequisites of devel-
opment of institutes of the power.

The main method of a research used when
writing this article historical, retrospective.

The aspect of functioning of political le-
gal mechanisms in the Republic of Korea is
as follows.

The republic, South Korea has been called
on August 15, 1948, since this period the state
existed at six the constitution (1948,1960,
1962, 1972, 1980, 1988). Since 1948 functions
of executive power headed by the president
who was elected for 4-year term rather accu-
rately registered in each of Constitutions. The

parliamentary system to which executive au-
thorities were accountable was in parallel in-
stalled [3].

Since 1972 functions of the president were
expanded and about today active development
of legal institutes and mechanisms of interac-
tion between the president and the government
is carried out.

Today the Republic of Korea lives in a
condition of reforms, the provision on which
has been published in January, 2013. Was at
the head of the angle of this reform as it isn’t
strange, reduction of the ministries. Their
quantity was supposed to be reduced to 13
ministries, with initial 18 at what two minis-
ters, without so-called “portfolios™ have to be a
quantitative part.

The South Korean political system is ex-
tremely not stable. The national Assembly
performs functions on adoption of the state
budget, laws, approves the international agree-
ments, can approve or not approve candidates
to the presidency.

In the theory the National Assembly has
the right to declare war, but this right is more
symbolical, only the president can make such
real decision. Work of National Assembly
lasts all the year round, standardly the session
takes place 100 days if there is the state need,
and then also additional sessions can be con-
vened [5].

It is advisable to consider formation of mod-
ern South Korean transformational processes in
a historical retrospective and in the context of
formation of institute of the president.

It is necessary to pay attention that process
of emergence and further formation of insti-
tutes of democracy was not only difficult, but
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also contradictory. So formation of I and IV
Republics took place actually in authoritative
realities, and not about what democracy of the
speech to be and couldn’t. The shy prerequisite
of transition from authoritative to democratic
regime has arisen only in the late eighties. 20th
century, it was that period of time when South
Korea “has ripened” for carrying out compre-
hensive reforms and administrative, and con-
stitutional sense.

The president Roh Tae Woe who has taken
the responsibility for forestalling in life of new
constitutional reforms which at the correct ad-
aptation and understanding would provide in a
consequence the presidential power and a pos-
sibility of transfer of the authorized presiden-
tial beginnings from one president to another
became the founder of this phenomenon [4].

Thus, in a basis the Constitution of the VI
Republic not only features of the principle of
division of the authorities, but also the basic
ideas of civil society and the constitutional
state have been put.

Democratization of the Korean society, the
legal foundation of the new Korean state has
been laid by the president Kim Yong Sam who
besides maintenance of general South Korean
stability has stated also conceptual regulations
on the new Korean state, having called it “the
doctrine singaghyk™ [6].

The following stage in development of so-
ciety of the Republic of Korea was the govern-
ment of the president Kim Tae June who has
strengthened bases of parliamentary democ-
racy and has kept the status of the president
capable to make own political decisions which
wouldn’t contradict not the constitutional bas-
es, democratic postulates.

Further there were actions directed to fight
against the residual phenomena of authoritari-
anism by political transformations in the state
system of the Republic of Korea, the president
of the VI Republic, But Mu Hen seeing that all
reforms have to be based on the constitution
became this reformer. The tradition of reform-
ing and advance of regional interests has re-
mained up to 2007 — time period when But Mu
Hen has retired. But against the background of
the appeared democratic — the corruption prob-
lem has increased.

Relying on experience of the colleagues,
using in the pre-election race for belief of
South Korean citizens a spirit of administration
on democratic formations in 2007 at presiden-
tial elections Lee Myung-bak. But as it isn’t
strange, the administration of this president
has headed for lack of attention to the so-called
“Korean regionalism” [8].

The so-called “regional hostility” (“chiban
kamchzhon”) has appeared in Korea long be-
fore emergence of institute of presidency. De-
spite ethnic uniformity of the population of the
Korean peninsula, at the beginning of our era
in his territory three state educations — Kogu-
ryo, Pekche and Cilla settled down.

Historical memory of existence and rivalry
of three states remained so far. In the modern
Republic of Korea natives of provinces the
Southern and Northern Cholla (Pekche’s ter-
ritory) mutually dislike residents of provinces
the Southern and Northern Kyonsan (the terri-
tory Cilla) and more or less loyally treat resi-
dents of provinces the Southern and Northern
Chkhunchkhon. The Province of Kanvon, the
capital province Kyongi and Seoul hold special
position.

In the conditions of authoritarian regime
the phenomenon of “regional hostility” mini-
mum influenced political process. The ruling
party enjoyed the greatest popularity on the
periphery, and opposition forces found the
considerable support in Seoul and the capital
province Kyongi. During transition from au-
thoritarianism to democracy the factor of “re-
gional hostility” began to exert clearly impact
on process and totals of choices, both parlia-
mentary, and presidential. All three candidates
for president were natives of three different re-
gions in who got the maximum support.

Still more this tendency was shown at par-
liamentary elections of 1992: the ruling “Dem-
ocratic liberal party” and according to places
in parliament (28 of 32 possible places) re-
ceived the largest number of votes in provinces
Northern and Southern Kyonsan (the party
leader Kim Yonsam of that time is the native
of the province Northern Kyonsan). “Demo-
cratic party” Kim Dechzhuna (the native of the
province the Southern Cholla) was the abso-
lute leader in provinces Northern and Southern
Cholla (95 % of voices, 31 places), however in
other provinces managed to carry out to parlia-
ment only on one candidate [5].

Actually in the Republic of Korea there
was a party system on a formula “2+”. For
more than ten years of one of two largest po-
litical forces the conservative ‘“Party of the
great country” is. The name of other largest
political party of the liberal sense several times
changed, however, despite these changes and
also changes of leaders, its ideological basis
and the political program remained invariable.

These two parties fight for the majority of
seats in Parliament; their representatives are
the main applicants for presidential post during
the presidential elections. The main program
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differences between these two largest forces
lie in the field of foreign policy: conservatives
traditionally support close cooperation with
the United States both in economic, and in the
military-political sphere, they are also distin-
guished by very hard line in relation to North
Korean regime.

The present, but formally existing Constitu-
tion of the Republic of Korea has been adopted
on July 17, 1948, today it is day of a national
holiday. It is necessary to tell that South Korean
society has decided to borrow the American ex-
perience: not to adopt the Constitution anew not
to change a political component, and only make
amendments to the existing Constitution [4].

The modern South Korean political system
and the Constitution contain in the existence a
little more than 30 years, rather strong influ-
ence from the American system of public ad-
ministration is by the way, seen on South Ko-
rean, the last though reminds on the structure
“boss” well functional loading carries essential
differences.

Actually, all political life is in South Korea
under control at the president. In the so-called
“Blue house” (the residence in the center of
Seoul) fatal decisions for the whole country
are also made.

Since the end of the 2000th of year in the
Republic of Korea we see that the called split
on two confrontational camps. These are the
supporters of the left opposition calling them-
selves progressive who can be negative enough
to pro-American tendencies in the Republic of
Korea, even concerning economically devel-
oped chebol concerns, but support the west-
ern model of democracy. So-called “left” feel
sharp hostility to military dictatorship, but take
a liking for military dictatorship Kims in the
neighboring Northern Korea.

Of course, mass layers of the South Ko-
rean population only have begun to join step
by step policy, but large-scale process of in-

tegration of interests, both businessmen, and
representatives of the middle class has already
begun. Of course, so-called formation and self-
determination of the main political forces in
the Republic of Korea has very short history
and for today it is rather difficult to speak about
formation of pro-political groups which would
be capable to provoke formation of multi-party
system.

Experiment of South Korea is shown by a
set of conditions under which the political au-
thoritarianism can be economically productive.
First, the ruling clique has to put the interests
of social development above aspiration to per-
sonal enrichment.

This in itself the rarity is also reached only
through the corresponding education and edu-
cation. Success of authoritative modernization
is impossible without group of the formed and
disciplined state bureaucracy capable to for-
mulate the economic program.
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