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An irreplaceable source in study of many 
problems of secondary and higher professional 
education in the end of XIX – the beginning of 
XX century is statistic material that form a com-
plex of documents in which systematic quantita-
tive data on main phenomenons of historical real-
ity are registered. Statistic of a studied period was 
imperfect due to the lack of single system of sta-
tistic data collection, so data on education was dis-
tributed among various bodies and organizations. 
While studying statistic sources most frequently 
we are forced to pay attention to published data 
as the majority of initial statistic materials hasn’t 
persisted. On the whole an organization of statistic 
function in pre-revolution Russia did not provide 
us with a necessary material quality. 

A signifi cant source for an implementation of 
comparative analysis of professional education de-
velopment in Kazan in comparison to all-Russian 
trends, are statistic collections that were published 
by central institutions. The education department 
of Ministry of trade and industry (further – MTI) 
in 1910 released the «Collection of statistic data on 
condition of secondary and basic professional edu-
cation in Russia» [2] that consisted of two parts. Its 
fi rst part contained aggregate tables and the second – 
data on each educational institution in particular 
with regional allocation. The provided data was 
characterized by accuracy as it was formed on ba-
sis of single questionnaires that were composed by 
education department of MTI and in the beginning 
of 1910 sent to all governors (excluding Finland) 
for the further distribution to all secondary and 
basic professional education institutions. Filled ta-
bles were being received by the education depart-
ment up to June 1910 and in July it got down to 
aggregation of the received data. The «Collection» 
is the most systematic statistic source, its material 
allows us to compare data on Kazan and the prov-
ince with the data of other regions, defi ne the role 
of Kazan professional school in the system of the 
country’s professional education system. Similar 
collections that contain information of only profes-
sional schools that belong to MTI were released in 
1908–1917-ies [3] as tables. They contained: gen-
eral data (year of foundation, education period, 
number of classes, education fee size, etc.), data 
on property (value of buildings, size of reserved 
capital, debts, etc.), data on income and expenses, 
information on students (their number, allocation 
on classes, religion, nationality, etc.), data on tu-

tors (number of pedagogues on general and special 
disciplines). 

An important statistic data is contained in an-
nual reports of educational institutions. They al-
low us to defi ne social, religious, age content and 
number of students, level of tutors’ education and 
wages, condition of budgets and material base of 
educational institutions, etc. An investigation of a 
number of each educational institution’s reports al-
lows us to see a dynamics of alterations and for-
mulate the questions on the reasons of undergone 
transformations. A certain diffi culty is represented 
by the fact that statistic data, provided in reports 
was formed on different criterions and sometimes 
even within the same educational institution. «Sur-
veys» of Kazan province [1] in category «National 
enlightenment» contains data that refl ects a number 
of professional educational institutions, number of 
students, sums that were discharged for a mainte-
nance, etc. Statistic data was placed in the second 
part of «Surveys» as tables-registers. In «Memora-
ble books» of Kazan province an information on a 
number of educational institutions in the province 
and cities is provided.

Statistic data allows us to defi ne the number 
of educational institutions in the province, outline 
those that trained specialists for economy, specify a 
number of students and clear the process of training 
within a studied period, characterize the profession-
al education system in the province. A disadvantage 
of statistic sources is that all quantitative character-
istics are conditional. It makes in necessary to apply 
to their comparison to other sources. In this case it is 
important to use mathematic methods in the forma-
tion of tables. Besides, in order to defi ne a statisti-
cal source reliability, we need to establish the initial 
authorship of the provided data – was it received 
from a questionnaire that was completed by an indi-
vidual, personally interested in a certain elucidation 
of the studied phenomenon, or from a statistic who 
is obliged to accurately fi x the received data.
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