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New technologies and techniques that are
practiced in education at the present moment increase
the process of learning and its effectiveness, but they
work best when students are motivated. Computers,
smartboards, Internet, that are used in language learn-
ing lead to increase of tuition fees thus economically
are ineffective and the quality of education gets only a
little bit better. Besides teachers have to spend much
more time preparing classes being very pressed for
time. So they do not jump into using modern com-
puter technologies.

The  aim  of  this  paper  is  to  show  the  role  of
motivation in learning the second language at the uni-
versity. Here we understand motivation as an incen-
tive, which drives a person to obtain a class of stimuli
such as achievement, curiosity, prestige etc. Nobody
questions the fact that high motivation increases
learning. The one who is not motivated to learn a for-
eign language will probably end up nowhere. We
must admit that language learning proceeds at differ-
ent rates for different persons under the same condi-
tions. For learners of a foreign language (for example
English) outside an English-speaking environment the
process of learning slows down and successful com-
munication becomes a problem.

Our study and experience allow us to conclude
that students learning foreign languages have to over-
come at least two critical moments. The background
of it lies in fundamental psychological and physical
mechanisms of perception and reproduction of new
information by people. It is necessary to mention that
learning a second language is more than learning a
description of it. This process combines linguistic and
psychological as well as other elements (R.Lado). It is
also  important  to  bear  in  mind  that  when  a  person
speaks the decision to speak is made through motiva-
tion.

At the beginning students get enthusiastic
about learning, they try to memorize new words,
structures, phrases and expect to use them freely soon.
But first two months is the so-called latent period,
when they accumulate knowledge, learn the rules of
language usage, but are not able to use them. There is
fear to make mistakes while speaking. They lack con-
fidence in coping with a foreign language. So they
become disappointed, lose interest and hope to master

the  language  and drop out  of  the  class  or  stop  doing
homework. This is the first critical moment.

If students overcome these obstacles they en-
ter the second stage of learning a language where
comprehension should come. They understand teach-
ers and students in the class, but speaking is still a
problem because they cannot communicate knowl-
edge, information, ideas, opinions, feelings in English
to people. This is the second critical moment.

If students have classes two or three times a
week this period lasts for about one or one and a half
year when the communicative competence is not de-
veloped and students are not able to use the language
in an English-speaking environment and it is another
disappointment.

There is another problem involved in language
learning effectiveness. Foreign language teachers are
tied to a specific book and aimed to get their students
through an exam which tests specific items in that
book (Jane Ravell). Communicative activities in
which students can transfer their learning to real situa-
tions are not practiced regularly then.

The major questions arising from these issues
are how to motivate students, develop linguistic and
communicative competences and make the process of
learning more effective.

There exist many ways of increasing motiva-
tion.

In  our  opinion  while  choosing  them  the  fol-
lowing should be taken into consideration.

1. The tuition process starts with environ-
ment in the classroom. As John Bushman states posi-
tive classroom climate almost certainly will not hap-
pen by chance. It may develop without intervention
by the teacher but usually it  is negative and does not
produce a setting for effective learning (J.Bushman).

2. Since man is social, the urge to communi-
cate is a force that increases language learning (R.
Lado).

3. The Needs-Satisfaction Cycle is of para-
mount importance (Louis Imundo). When a person
wants to achieve or maintain something he or she will
engage in activities to achieve the desired goal. In our
case it is to use English to accomplish a certain func-
tion or goal.

4. While planning classes teachers are rec-
ommended to use the following models: ESA (en-
gage, study, activate), ARC (authentic, restricted,
clarification), deep end, jungle path (Harmen, Scriv-
ener), role-play, dramatization.

5. Communicative Approach works well and
preference should be given to activities involving
simulation and role-play in the classroom and out-
side it.

We believe that the following extra-
curriculum activities in developing motivation are ef-
fective: Reader’s Theater and Group Presentation
Show. These shows are pretty much challenging and
enjoyable especially for technical students.
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Every semester students of International Cen-
tre of Kazan State Technical University who are get-
ting the qualification of a translator in professional
communication perform in front of the students,
teachers, guests. There is a competition among
classes. They work hard to be nominated for “Out-
standing acting skills”, “The best sense of humor”,
“The best English”, “The most professional perform-
ance”, “The most friendly group”, “The most patriotic
performance”, “The most stylish performance”.

The aim is to get students together outside the
classroom to use English, to build up a relationship
among students, to increase motivation in learning.
The following things seem especially noteworthy
here. It is important to mention that activities outside
the class save time for class activities, which is re-
stricted by curriculum.

All these activities first help to achieve maxi-
mum communication, because they have some stimu-
lus to get them going and second, they communicate
more freely because they have a role to hide behind.
Besides the vocabulary increases greatly, barriers to
learning are reduced, students become self-confident.
What else is important is that students do not lose
hope in becoming fluent in English, thus spend more
time studying themselves at home.

Participation in the Reader’s Theater is very
effective even for beginners. While reading the script
and acting out at the same time students have a feel-
ing of communication in the language. It allows them
to overcome imperceptibly both critical moments in
learning foreign languages mentioned above. As a re-
sult students who study at International Centre of Ka-
zan State Technical University in the third semester
could communicate with their teachers and even for-
eigners in foreign languages quite freely. Thus our
graduates become much more prepared for their pro-
fessional activity and career.

We would like to state very clearly that lan-
guage learning effectiveness increased in the groups
where these activities had been practiced regularly. As
a result students became highly motivated not only as
individuals but as a team and got much better results
on tests.

We can make the following conclusions:
1.  Participation in Reader’s Theater and

Group Presentation Show helps to build up a relation-
ship with and among students which is of a paramount
importance in language learning.

2.  Dramatization is an extremely valuable
way of activating the material. It reduces barriers to
learning. When students act out they enjoy it, thus in-
terest to learning increases.

3.  Learning by doing is extremely effective,
students feel successful and it also facilitates learning
which takes place in a relaxed and comfortable envi-
ronment in the classroom and outside it.

So, as Chinese proverb says “What I hear I
forget,  what  I  see  I  remember,  what  I  do  I  under-

stand”. As a result while learning new skills students
learn new motives.
The work was submitted to international scientific
conference «Modern education. Problems and solu-
tions», Thailand, December, 19-27, 2007, came to the
editorial office 21.03.2008
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At  the  beginning  of  the  21  century  the  world
developed powers entered the postindustrial epoch.
The period of transition from economy of resources to
economy of knowledge has been almost completed
for them. Thus the Russian system of education is
faced with several very urgent issues that are to be
sorted out immediately.

At the present moment science and engineer-
ing have been developing very fast. Information tech-
nologies and high technologies are introduced every-
where. The society is in great need of highly qualified
specialists. Thus the quality of education should be-
come much better to meet the modern demands. The
personnel needs to get special training to be able to
work effectively using new technologies. Thus con-
tinuous professional development programs become
of a paramount importance.

So higher education becomes a very important
branch of economy in developed countries. Income
from educational services becomes comparable with
income from tourism. Those countries that lead in the
field of education can influence on world processes
decisively.

The level of tourism industry in the country
shows the quality of infrastructure and social and po-
litical stability there, as well as the quality and the
scope of the country higher educational system shows
to what extend the pretension to be a leader in sci-
ence, technology and ideology is proved.

The analysis of the educational system in Rus-
sia shows that export of educational services makes
only 0,3 % of the world one and mainly thanks to the
CIS countries (to compare: in the USA it is 30%). So
we can say that Russian export of educational services
is in an embryonic state.

The Russian society had changed drastically
for the last two decades. At the same time we have to
mention that the university infrastructure and func-
tions of university subdivisions have not changed at
all. As a result there comes a contradiction between


